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General Murray. By it we learn that the author-titles contained in the 
sixth volumo amount to 71)00, representing 2543 volumes and 7250 
pamphlets. It also contains 14,500 subject-titles of individual hooks 
and pamphlets, and 32,200 titles of articles in various periodicals. 

The value of this catalogue has been again and again dwelt upon in 
these pages, so that, beyond reiterating former statements, there is little 
more that we can say." But, while glancing over tho pnges of vol. vi., 
we have been struck "with one use that it can bo put to different from 
that which belongs to most hooks, namely, to show men tho very limited 
range of their knowledge. We have been humbled to find how little 
we know of purely professional literature, and this fact has been brought 
home to us by finding the name of Joannes Krnestus Hehenstrcit dis¬ 
played upon nearly two pages of the catalogue, by tho titles of the works 
he wrote. It may he a sad confession to make, hut we are compelled to 
admit that wo had never heard of John K. llehenstreit; and, had it not 
been for the labors of Dr. Billings and his coadjutors, both tho author 
and his works would have remained buried in oblivion, so far ns we are 
concerned. But now both wo and our readers will he enabled to pmte 
wisely of one who wrote so largely during the middle of the last century, 
and who gave his writings to the world through the famous press of Leipsic. 
Dili our name appear even in one smnll corner of this great book, wo 
should ho proud; but how slight would he our claim to immortality 
alongside of John llehenstreit! Indeed, we are inclined to envy Alex¬ 
ander Ilcnstic, who wrote of yellow fever in 1830, and Joannes Carolus 
Insfcldt, who discoursed l)e Imibus Datum in 1772, for the ono begins 
this volume, while the other terminates it, bo that no one will glance at 
tlie title-page and fail to know that such men lived. 

The same plan upon which the other volumes of the Index-Catalogue 
were constructed has been pursued in this one, and, ns the work pro¬ 
gresses, its magnitude and importance must impress every observer. 
Again, we would congratulate Dr. Billings on tho successful progress of 
tho work; again would we utter the hope that Congress will make such 
suitable appropriations as will permit of a moro speedy issuo of the 
remaining volumes. S. A. 


Recent Kpitionh of Woiiks ox Diseases of the Kaii. 

The Kaii; Its Anatomy, Physiology, and Diseases, lly CltAlti.ES II. 
Burxktt, A.M., 51.D. Second edition, revised and rewritten. 8vo. 
pp. 585. Philadelphia: Henry C. I.ca’s Son and Co., 1884. 

A Practical Treatise on the Diseases of the Kaii. lty 1). 11. St. 
John Roosa, 51.1)., l,l,.l). Sixth edition, revised and enlarged. 8vo. 
pp. xxii. 718. New York: Win, AVooil A Co., 1885. 

The increase in the knowledge of the etiology and treatment of dis¬ 
eases of the ear has been steadily augmenting during the past fifteen 
years, and that tho literature of tho subject is becoming correspondingly 
voluminous is attested by tho bibliographical appendix to tho last 
volume of Transaction i of the American Ololoyicat Society , which gives 
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more than six hundred titles of books and papers as the sum of contribu¬ 
tions during tho year ending Julv 1,1885. Tho revision of such a. mass of 
material, its condensation, and tlio selection of tho more important parts, 
render the compilation of a text-book no light task, and of such work, 
requiring intimate knowledge of tho subject and its literature, as well as 
considerable powers both of discrimination and generalization, tho books 
hero briefly reviewed are excellent examples. 

In tho seven years which have elapsed since tho publication of tho 
first edition of Du. Burnett’s Treatiso on the Ear, there have been suf¬ 
ficient advances in the science of otology to demand considerable altera¬ 
tions in tho original text, and indeed an entire revision of certain por¬ 
tions of tho work, among which may be enumerated the chapters on 
Abnormalities of the Auricle, Otomycosis, Treatment of Chronic Otor- 
rhcL'n, Classification and Treatment of Aural Polypi, and Diagnosis, 
Etiology, and Treatment of Aural Vertigo. Tho bulk of the volume in 
this second edition is not apparently increased, and Dr. Johnson’s aphor¬ 
ism, that “ books you may hold readily in your hand are the most useful 
after all,” remains good ; but in point of fact, by clinngo in typo and in 
leading each page, shows an increase of from fifteen to twenty per cent, 
of material, and by the entire omission of parts of tho first edition which 
had beeomo obsolete, space has been afforded for now and original 
matter. 

In view of the general acceptance of the work of Dr. Burnett as a 
text-book, a roview, such ns might have been appropriate to tho first 
edition, would bo superfluous, and in justice to the reader all that h 
required is a notice of such changes as have made tho newer edition 
necessary. 

In tho chanters on Anatomy and Physiology, Dr. Burnett has made 
no material changes, except in the addition of tho investigations of Bige¬ 
low and Sapolini upon tho chorda tympani ns a distinct nerve, and in 
the substitution of some now and better illustrations, ns, for example, 
figures 7 and 8, the outer and inner surfaces of tho left, temporal bone, 
and figure 20, tho diagrammatic representation of tho formation of tho 
so-called pouches of tho membrana tympani; these nro original and pub¬ 
lished for tho first time, ns is also figure 48, drawn from a preparation 
by the author, and exhibiting a section of the complete auditory appa¬ 
ratus. In tho chapter on Mnlformations and Diseases of tho Auricle, 
figures 73, 74, 75, and 76, and tho accompanying text, are also now. In 
the treatment of circumscribed and diffuse inflammation of tho external 
auditory canal, especial mention is mado of tho administration of tho 
sulphide of calcium, which the author has found of decided benefit in 
one-tenth grain doses, three or four times daily, in furunculosis, and of 
Aspiration by means of Sicgle’s pneumatic speculum, and the insufflation 
of drying powders in diffuse inflammation; the principle of aspiration, 
applied to tho humid and sluggish parts, being found not only to cleanse 
them, but also to stimulate them to healthy activity; the form of powder 
blower used is an ordinary quill cylinder with flexible rubber-tubing. 

Dr. Burnett’s previous observations on the subject of otomycosis give 
an especial value to anything that bo may lmvo to say in regard to para¬ 
sitic growths in the ear, and comparison of the pages thereto relatiug in 
tho first and second editions shows that in addition to tho substitution of 
original drawings in illustration, the text has been largely rewritten; in 
regard to treatment the author says, “Until within a year or two, I bad 
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always employed, as a germicide in tlieso cases, alcohol, either pure or 
diluted with water. The destruction of the parasite is most easily and 
efficiently accomplished by thoroughly tilling the fundus of the canal, 
and all other parts of the external ear affected by the growth of the 
fungus, with powdered boric acid, borax, or boric acid in combination 
with cliiiioliiic snlieylato (one of the latter to sixteen of the former). 
An car affected with nspergillus should he seen every day by the surgeon, 
who nloncshould syringe it, and tlniB remove the loosened portions of the 
membrane; after the ear is thus cleansed a fresh insuflhition should be 
made. Alcohol is undoubtedly*an efficient parasiticide, but it does not 
act as rapidly as the powders named, it is not as easily applied, nor is its 
use in the car free from discomfort to the patient; the less dependence 
placed upon fluid applications in these eases the better.” 

The articles oil seuorrluea and pruritus nuris, on displacement of the 
auricle for removal of foreign bodies and on reflex ulceration in the 
auditory canal, arc new in this edition, and the observations oil the latter 
subject arc, we believe, original with the author; other new material, to 
winch attention may with advantage he directed, is given ns follows: 
p. 302, sebaceous tumors of the canal; p. 312, fracture of tympanic hone; 
p. 313, vicarious mens t runt ion and abscess of the membrnim tyinpani; 
pp. 321 to 330, comprise a previous paper on perforations of the membrane 
of Shrapucll, revised and extended; p. 345, vascular tumor, moles, and 
hmmatoma of the membrnim tyinpnm; p. 380, syphilitic disease of the 
middle ear; p. 400, accumulation of sero-mucus in the tympanic cavity; 
p. 421, objective snapping noises in tho enr, with account of a peculiar 
case of “ clicking sounds ” in the cars traced to muscular spasm in the 
upper fibres of the superior constrictor of the pharynx; j>. 437, malig¬ 
nant growth (small-ccllcd sarcoma) in the naso-pharynx involving the 
car; p. 443, traumatism of the mastoid; p. 455, aural symptoms result¬ 
ing from affections of the teeth ; p. 408, exposition of the advantages of 
tho dry treatment of otorrluea; p. 4!)0, aural polypi, with tho following 
new classification: 1. Granulation tumors, usually of small size, dark 
color, soft consistence, bleeding freely, occurring where the suppurative 
process 1ms been rapid and intense, and comprising about one-half the 
entire number of aural polypi; 2. Soft, or mucous papillomata, large, 
club-shaped, light color, clastic, do not bleed freely, surface generally 
lolmlntcd, occurring where the irritation has been prolonged and not 
intense, and comprising nbout ninety per cent, of all aural polypi other 
than granulation tumors; 3. Fibromata, large, dense, pnlc colored, 
usually covered bv a multiplo layer of pavement epithelium, developed 
from the periosteal lining of the tympanic cavity (Schwartze), very rare; 
4. Myxomata more rare than polypoid fibromata, not half u dozen in¬ 
stances having been satisfactorily described; pp. 544 to 555, on aural 
vertigo, are entirely new in this edition, and will repay careful rending. 

In addition, it may be said that the author has entirely rejected the 
operation of tenotomy of tho tensor tyinpani, that more stress is laid 
upon the treatment of the nnrea in chronic aural catarrh, and that m 
the treatment of otorrhcea he has abandoned the giving the syringe into 
the patient’s hands, and much less frequently ndvises medicated instil¬ 
lations. 

The second edition, ns a whole, not only fully hears out the repu¬ 
tation achieved by the first edition, but adds to it, inasmuch as it gives 
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tlic more receut investigations in tlio field of otology enrielied by the 
observations of so good an authority as the author. 

That a text-hook on a special subject in medicino should have 
reached its sixth edition in the space of eleven years is a gratifying illus¬ 
tration both of the value of tlio work ns a means of instruction and ot 
the advance of tlio specialty to which it is devoted. Tlio sixth edition 
of Da Hoosa’s Treatiso on Diseases of the Ear contains more than one 
hundred and fifty additional pages, and more than thirty now illustrations. 
The general arrangement of tlio work is the same ns that in the earlier 
editions, and is an odmirnblo one both for the sequence of the various 
subjects and for ease in ready reference. 

The sketch of tho progress of otology, which forms the first chapter, 
has of courso, been extended to date; and tho chapter on tho methods 
of testing the hearing and on examination of the ear and throat inappro¬ 
priately mndo to precede the chanter on anatomy of tho external ear, ns 
was not the case in previous editions. Tho woodcuts illustrating the 
manner of holding tho aural speculum and mirror, and of introducing 
the Eustachian catheter, are new and a decided improvement on those 
which they linvo replaced, though it is a (picstion whether anything less 
than a demonstration of these two performances can bo of much instruc¬ 
tion to the general practitioner; tho text describing the manipulation ot 
tlio catheter, however, is very clear, and affords tho next best instruction 
to tho demonstration mentioned. ., ., 

The chapters on diseases of tho external ear liavo been considerably 
extended by tho addition of now material with cloven new illustrations 
III speaking of furunculosis, tho author quotes tho communications of 
Lowcnburg but docs not ngreo with that writer in regnrd to tho ready 
communicability of furuncles. The article on foreign bodies in tlio ear 
has been enlarged, Green’s and Bucks cases of detachment ot tho 
auricle for the removal of foreign bodies are quoted at length, and thcro 
is in addition, a rtmme of tho observations of Noakes on ear cough. 
Both the chapters on anatomy of tho middle ear and on injuries have 
been enlarged by the addition of much new and valuablo material, as we 
should have a right to expect, since diseases of this portion of tho audi¬ 
tory apparatus furnish by far the largest number of cases for observation. 

To the chapter on acute aural catarrh, which contains, by tho way. 
some excellent advice in regard to sea-bathing and on the treatmen* - of 
the sometimes resultant condition, is added the subject of vascular tumors 
of the membrana tympani, and of diphtheritic inflammation of tho 

m *In the chapter on chronic lion-suppurative inflammation of the middle 
ear, more attention has been given advisedly to tho differential diagnosis 
and to the peculiar symptom of hearing better in a noise; m regard to 
this latter, the author states that tho opinion given in previous editions 
that boilermakers, for instance, hear better in a noise is strikingly incor¬ 
rect, and from his more recent observations he draws the following con- 

1. There is a largo class of people suffering from impairment of hearing 
in quiet places, who hear very acutely and with comfort in a great din 
or noise. 2. The disease causing tho impairment of hearing thus relieved 
is situated in tho middle ear. It is usually observed in the chronic non¬ 
suppurative form of disease of the middle ear, but it may also be found 



244 


REVIEWS. 


in acute or subacute catarrh of this part ns well ns in chronic suppura¬ 
tive process with loss of the whole or a part of tho membrnnn tynipani. 
3. Tlio proximate cause of this phenomenon is not us yet positively 
known. It is probably to be found in some change in the action of tho 
articulations of the ossicula auditus. 

In regard to tho results of treatment of chronic non-suppurativc 
inflammation of the middle ear, the author’s conclusions, based upon 
twenty years of observation, are worth quoting: 1. Chronic catarrhal 
inflammation in young subjects is susceptible of relief and euro in a 
large proportion of cases. 2. In adults it is susceptible of lclicf and 
alleviation in about twenty per cent, of the cases; of cure, in none. 3. 
Chronic proliferous inflammation remains as yet incurable, and is not 
susceptible of alleviation or relief, either in tho young or old subject, in 
more than five per cent, of the cases. 

The chapter on chronic suppurative inflammation of the middle ear, 
its complications and consequences, have been extended, from ninety- 
eight pages to ono hundred and twenty-eight pages, the increase being 
devoted principally to the questions ot treatment, and to mastoid disease 
and its operative relief. 

To tho chapter on anatomy of tho internal car lias been added nil 
nrticlo on its physiology, and the subject of diseases of the internal enr, 
which occupied but twenty-nine pages in the third edition, has devoted 
to it seventy pages in the present volume. It is needless to say that it is 
very much more understandingly treated than in the edition of ten years 
ngo, because it is in ft better understanding of the internal car and of its 
relations to tho general economy that a large part of the advance of the 
last decade has been made. The various tests with the tuning-fork are 
very thoroughly given, but tho author does not, in tho opinion of tho 
reviewer, attach sufficient value to the test with high musical tones. I he 
articles on syphilis of the labyrinth, on cerebro spinal meningitis, parotitis, 
and boilermakers’ deafness, with their appended reports of cases, and 
the observations on tho effects of quinine, aro particularly interesting, 
and in regard to the use of electricity in tho treatment of diseases of the 
internal car and in diagnosis, to which snace had been accorded m 
earlier editions, tho author concludes that the value of this remedy has 
been greatly overestimated. 

In conclusion, this book, with its seven hundred pages of clear tyno, 
embodying the results of long and acute observation and careful thought, 
cau be most confidently recommended to the student and to the prac¬ 
titioner. * ”■ 


Les Travaux du Laboratoire dk Physiolooik 1>K I A Faculte dk 
Mkdkcink de Paris. Pub. par le doctcur J. V. Labordk. 8vo. pp. 223. 
Paris: Asselin ct Houzeau, 1885. 

Memoirs from the Physiological Laboratory of the Paris Faculty 
of Medicine. Edited by Dr. J. V. Laborde. 

The memoirs of this volume aro grouped under the title of physiology 
as that scienco was interpreted by writers of the schools of Haller and 
of John Hunter. The later writers would assign many of theso essays 



